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To My Very Worthy Friends 


IN THE 


City of Horceſier. 


GENTLEMEN! 


| S there is not any thing I think 

: A myſelf leſs fit for, ſo ig there 
1 nothing 1 ſhould more induſiri- 
_ ouſly decline, Ghats appearing in Print, 
| Hence therefore it may juftly be con- 
| cluded, that this Diſcourſe was far from 
having been writ with a wview to the 
| Preſs: it was rather preſum d the Plain- 

| neſs of it wou d be a ſufficient Security 
again its Publication, But Ance, 

mean as it is, you have been importunate 

in requiring it to be printed, a deep ſenſe 
of Gratitude forces me 10 a compliance 
with your Request, this being the only 
| Return in my Power, for the many Per- 
| ſonal Favours that have been conferr d 
on, 


GENTLEMEN! 
Your moſt Obedient, and 
Mot Obliged Humble Servant, 


SAMUEL DzxNIs. 
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13 


_— 


111... 


6 


EccLESIASTE s Chap. V. pm 
The former Part of it. 


Keep thy Foot, when thou 
| geſt /o the Houſe of God — 


A 


greater uſe and importance, than that 
given by the Wiſe- man here in the Text, 
concerning the decent Performance of 
the Worſhip of God. And indeed we 
can't but acknowledge the great occaſion 
there is for this Advice, if we conſider 


Mong the many Precepts for the 
government of a Religious Con- 


the ſtrange Levity of human Nature, 


| which too viſibly diſcovers it ſelf, even 
while we are engag'd in the moſt ſerious 
and folemn Performances. And then if 
directions for our Behaviour in God's 
| Temple be thus needful and expedient, 
| Who was more proper to give them, 
| A than 


duct, there ſeems to be none of 


Exod. z, Moſes out of the midſt of the Buh 
v.5- he commanded him to put off his Shoe 


1 0 pg reverence my Sanctuary and therefor: 


1 


than he, whom God himſelf made 
choice of to build it? 
The Words, Keep thy Foot, are a Me. 
taphor borrow d from the Oriental way 
of Speaking, and ſeem plainly to allud: 
to the Cuſtom of pulling off their Shoes, 
when they walked upon conſecratei 
Ground. Thus, when God call'd unto 


from off his Feet, becauſe 7he Place 
 Wwhereon he flood, was holy Ground] 
The Expreſſion in the Text runs almoſ 

1%. Parallel with that in Leuiticus, Te l 


nothing leſs can be meant by it, tha 
this, that when ever we intend to ap 
proach God's Sanctuary, we thoud i 
ſolve to carry with us ſuch an avwiil 
Humility, and to uſe ſuch a ſerious and 
ſober Deportment, as are ſuitable botl 
to the Sacredneſs of the Place, and to 
the Majeſty of him that dwells there 
in. 

In my farther Reflections on this im. 
portant Subject, 1 ſhall conſider, 
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e as a Spiritual Being, how can we dil- 


charge any Spiritual Worſhip to him, in 


: both 
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Hire, What, in order to a right Per- 


formance of Religious Worſhip, is 


_ requiſite to be done, before we go 
to the Houſe of God. 


Secondly, What we are to do, when 
we are there. 


Fir/t, I am to conſider What, in order 


to a right Performance of Religious 
Worſhip, is requiſite to be done, before 
we go to the Houle of God. 


We muſt endeavour then in the firſt 


place, to acquaint our ſelves throughly 
with the Nature of God, and by a dili- 


gent Enquiry into the Scriptures, to get 


Lerforns the Service of an Aſs, or to 


offer what Solomon calls the Sacrifice of 


Fools, For if we do not conſider him 


a manner that will be acceptable and 


pleaſing to him? If we do not know 
1 him to be an Omniſcient Being, how can 
18 we be ſure, that he knows whether we 


Fir 


A: 4 worſhip 
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worſhip him or not? If we do not con. 


ſider him as a Being not circumſcribed 


by place, but every where preſent, hoy | 


ſhall we know, whether he takes any 
Notice at all of us, when we are offer 
ing up our Devotions to him? If we ar, 
Strangers to his Omnipotence, what 
reverence ſhall we have of him, or what 


dread be in of offending his Majeſty: 
If we don't conſider him as a Being that] 
is infinitely Good, what Love ſhall ve 


have for him, or what Delight ſhall ue 


take in our Addrefles to him? And then 
La/ily, If we don't know him to bei 
Being, that is infinitely Juſt, how ca 
we be ſure, that he will anſwer our le 
titions, or reward our Service, and co 
ſequently what encouragement can ve 
have to ſerve or worſhip him at af 
So that our acquaintance with the Ni 
ture and Attributes of God, is ſo eſſen 
tial an Ingredient in all the Acts oÞ 
Worſhip we are to pay him, that wit 
out it our very Prayers are liable tobe 
turnd into Sin, and our beſt Services 
in danger of becoming an AbominiF 
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Secondly, When we haye rightly in- 
form'd our ſelves about the Nature of 


that glorious Being, who has a right to 
our Worſhip, We muſt in the next 
Place often accuſtom our ſelves to this 


religious Exerciſe, and be frequently 
proſtrating our ſelves before him in our 
Retirement and Cloſet. 


acquieſce in the bare Knowledge of him, 


but muſt reduce this Knowledge into 
Practice, and ſet apart a proper Portion 
of our Time to worſhip him in. 
devout Pfalmiſt was ſo throughly ſen- 
ſible of the Obligation to this Duty, 
that he thought he cou'd never be too 


The 


We muſt not 


frequent in the diſcharge of it. In the pf, 
Evening, aud Morning, and at Noon- v. 17. 


day, lays he, will I pray, and that in- 


| Fantly. And again, Seven times a day Pf. 119. 
le NA. 


do praiſe thee, becauſe of thy righ-v. 10 


zeous Judgment. And the lame ſenſe 


did the Prophet Danze/ entertain of this 
Duty, as appears from his noble Reſolu— 
tion of perſiſting in it, tho' with the _ 
hazard of being ca# into the Den of Li- „ . 
ons, And indeed conſidering the great v. 7. 
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Expediency of it, both as it is the 
discharge of a Debt we owe to God, and 
the ſure Entailer of Good on our ſelves, 
we may juſtly wonder that any one 


ſhou'd be backward in the uſe of it. 


For ſuch is the Power of Prayer, that 


it not only brings us acquainted with 
Heaven, and inſures to us the Favour 
and Protection of God, but it is a means 
to promote our growth in Grace, and 
wonderfully encreaſes our Stock of Pie. 
ty; and this to ſuch a degree, that by 
the frequent exerciſe of it in private, 
we ſhall gradually wear our ſelves into 
that confirm'd habit of Devotion, as at 
all times to be in a fit temper to con- 
verſe with God in publick. Our Paſſi 
ons will be calm and eaſie, our Thoughts 
grave and compos'd, our Hearts filld 
with religious Meditations, and our 
ſelves free from all danger of approach: 
ing God raſhly or indecently : Eſpeci- 
ally, if we are as careful about the 
Manner, as the Frequency of our Ad: 
dreſſes to him. What I wou'd here be 


underſtood to mean 1s, that we ſhou d 


always 
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always make uſe of a Set Form of Prayer, 
and not preſume to approach the divine 
Preſence with any idle extemporary Ef- 
fuſions of our own. And among all the 
Forms that are extant, 1 know of none 
that have a better title to our Regard, 

than the publick Prayers of our Church; 

which were compos'd with ſo much 
Wiſdom, carry ſuch a true ſpirit of De- 
votion in them, and are moreover ſo 
well adapted to our ſeveral Wants and 


Neceſſities, that (excepting ſome parti- 


cular Caſes) They ſuit the Cloſet as 
well as the Temple: They are certainly 
a means to curb the extravagance of 
Men's fond Defires, and to prevent ma- 
ny vain Expreſſions, and many idle Re- 
| petitions, which illiterate Perſons, at- 
| tempting to pray by the Spirit (as they 
talſely term it) do almoſt neceſſarily 
fall into. To this let us add, Therdly, 
what ought by no means to be omitted, 
the neceſſity of a good Life, which as it 
is the principal thing that gives Succeſs 
to our Prayers, ſo tis that alone, which 
| makes us fit to pray at all. For ſo long 


as 
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as we continue in any known Sin, tis 


impoſlible for us to pray as we ought; 
but our Devotion will be meer Hy. 


pocriſy, and our making long Prayers 


a downright mocking of God. Devo. 
tion, without Holineſs of Life, 1s of as 
little Efficacy, as Faith without Works, 
It can neither juſtify us while we live, 
nor ſave us when we die. Ina word, a 
bad Life utterly diſqualifies us for the 
whole Worlhip and Service of God. For 
his Ordinances are too pure to be touch' 
with polluted Hands, and his Word too 
ſacred to be utterd by a prophane 
Tongue. His Table ought not to be 
defiled with an impenitent Sinner's Pre- 
lence, nor is the bleſſed Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of his Son, fit to be 
given to Dogs. So that we mult cleanſe 
our ſelves from all Filthineſs both ot 
Fleſh and Spirit, before we can be 
throughly furniſn d to any good Work, 
or meet to bear a part in God' 8 Publick 
Worſhip. 
And thus having conſider'd . 

order to a right Performance of wore 
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' worſhip, is requiſite to be done before 
| we go to the Houſe of God, I ſhall now 


beg leave to accompany you thither, 
and conſider with you, 


Secondly, What we are to do, when 
we are there. 1 


And here we muſt remember, that 


the Place we are in is ſacred, tho' not by 


any inherent Holineſs of its own, yet 


by a relative one, as it bears an imme- 
| diate relation to the Worſhip of God, 


as it is dedicated to His Service, as it is 


the Place where His Honour dwelleth, 


and of which He hath particularly ſaid, 


My Name ſball be there. And if we con- r&iug 3 
ſider farther, what extraordinary care. 29. 
| God hath manifeſted to have ſuch Places 
erected to His Honour, and reflect on the 
remarkable Judgments He hath ſome- 
| times inflicted on the Prophaners of His 


Sanctuary, we ſhall want no other Ar- 
gument to convince us, with what re- 
gard God Himſelf looks on ſuch Places, 


and of the religious Awe and Reyerence, 


1 with 


Mes: 


with which He expects we ſhou d always | 4 


approach them. 


What we are to conſider next, when! 


we go into the Houle of God, 18, 


Secondly, Before whoſe Preſence it | 
we ſtand: that it is God we are talking 
with, Who obſerves all our Actions, and] 
ſees each Motion and Thought of our 


Heart. This ſure is enough to baniſh 
from our Minds all light and imperti. 
nent Fancies, and to awe us intoa ſerious 
compoſure of Thought. For 1t we arc 
{truck with Reverence at the approach 
of earthly Majeſty—, if we think our: 
ſelves obliged to put on a grave, ſerious, 
and ſubmiſſive Deportment in the Pre. 
ſence of Gods Vicegerents on Earth, 
and are afraid of diſcovering any marks 
of Indecency before them—, ſurely God 
Almighty Himſelf, by whom Kings 
reign, may juſtly challenge from us a 
more exact and reverential Demeanour, 
And it woud be an intolerable Aftront 
to the Majeſty of Heaven, to ſee the 
Di- 
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Divine Preſence boldly intruded into, 
with leſs Awe and Reverence, with leſs 
Gravity. and Seriouſneſs, with leſs Hu- 
mility and Submiſſion, than are due to 
our Earthly Superiors. 


We have here a fair occaſion offer'd_ 


us to ſay ſomething of our obligation 
to bodily Reverence, which (however 
miſtaken by ſome for a ſuperſtitious 
| Rite)1s a Duty of no little Importance, 
and therefore by no means to be ex- 
cluded from our Chriſtian Service. It 
is certainly the propereſt outward ex- 


preſſion of our inward Reſpe& for God; 


| Who, having both created and redeem' d 


our Bodies, hath an undoubted right to 


ga grateful return of Homage from them. 
And that this is no novel Opinion, ap- 
pears from the general Teſtimony of 
Antiquity in its favour. Solomon re- 


commends it here in the Text under the 
Phraſe of keeping and looking to our 


| Feet, And the ancient Heathens did ſo 
| far approve of it, as to adopt into, and 
| Make it a part of, their religious Wor- 
chip. Wnenever we read of their per- 


N form- 
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forming any act of Adoration to their 
Idols, we ſee them deſcribed as bowing 
and proſtrating themſelves before them 
with all the religious Humility they 
were capable of exprefling. And if ſuch 
were the Homage, which they thought 
themſelves obliged to pay to their falſe 
Gods, how can we Chriſtians excule our 
ſelves from ſhewing as much, at leaſt, to 
the True? If they fell down to Birds and 
Beaſts, and were ſo deyout in the Wor 
ſhiping of Stocks and Stones, how un. 
pardonable will it be in us to think much 
of bending the Knee to the Holy JE svs: 
Will not the very Heathens riſe up it 
Judgment againſt us and condemn us 
if it be found that they ſhew'd more 
Reſpect to Baal or Moloch, than we 


have done to the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords? For however they were 


wrong as to the Object of this Worſhip, 
they were certainly in the right as to 
the Neceſſity of its Performance. 


Let 


8 

Let us conſider, in the laſt place, 
What is our Buſineſs in the Houſe 
of God. 


It is not to ſit at our Eaſe, to conſult. 
about our temporal Intereſts and Con- 
cerns, to entertain our ſelves with idle 
| Diſcourſes of News and Faſhions, to 
look about us, to criticize upon the 
Actions and Behaviour of others, or to 
| amuſe our ſelves with gazing at their 
Habit or Dreſs. But our Buſineſs here 
is of much weightier Conſideration: 
it is to tranſact an Affair, upon which 
the Salvation of our Souls depends — 
it is to glorify God by a publick Ac- 


knowledgment of our dependance upon 


His Bounty — it is to hear His bleſſed 
Word read and explaind — to thank 


Him for His Mercies — to pray unto 


Covenant we have ſo often broken — 


and to yow better Obedience in time to 
come. This is the Buſineſs we meet 


here 


| Him for a ſupply of our Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities — to deprecate the Vengeance 
| our Sins have delery'd — to renew the 


L 141 

here to do, with which nothing ſhou'd 

be ſuffer d to mingle itſelf, that has not 
ſome affinity to God and his Worſhip, 
Secular Cares and Concerns are (to ſay 

no worſe of them) as unſeaſonable here, 

2, t. às was the company of Satan among 
v.6, the Sons of God, when they came 1 
preſent themſelves before the Lord, 

It is a very improper time for Triffing 
and Impertinence, to put on Airs o 
Indifference, to behave with a regardlcl; 
Negligence, or even to ſhew our Good 
Breeding and Complaiſance to Man, 
while He, who hath the Keys of Life 
and Death, of Heaven and Hell, while 

the moſt High God is Himſelf in the 
midſt of us, and talking to us. The 
Scene for thoſe things is without con 
ſecrated Walls, where we ſhou'd alway: 
leave them behind us, under the ſame 
charge, that our Saviour gave to his 
Mat.26 Diſciples a little before His Paſſion, &. 
v. 3% ye here, While I go and pray yonder. 
When in Imitation of our Divine Maſter 

we have thus diveſted our ſelves of the 


World, and abſtracted our Thoughts as 


much 
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much as may be from the things of 
' Senſe, we ſhall be in a fit condition to 
offer to God a ſpiritual Sacrifice, that 
will be pleaſing to Him. We ſhall then 
avoid the guilt of honouring God with 
our Lips, while our Heart is far from 
Him; ſhall be in a likely way to make 
a profitable uſe of his ſacred Ordinances, 
and toattend upon Him thro' the whole 
Courſe of His Worſhip without Di- 
ſtraction. 


Having thus Jiſp atch'd the Buſineſs. 


of the Text, it will not be amiſs if I 


add a Reflection or Two ſuitable to the 


| preſent Occaſion, and then conclude my 
| Diſcourſe with an Exhortation to a fre- 


quent Attendance on the publick Wor- 
[hip of God in His Hauſe: ----.- 

And here it is but Juſt that J take no- 
tice, with great Pleaſure, of that unani- 
mous Zeal, with which this religious 


Work hath been carried on and compleat- 


ed that no Differences have been able 
to obſtruct it — that you have all gone 


Hand in Hand in it — whereby vou 


have 


[16] 


have manifeſted a very becoming Re. | 
gard for the Honour of God, and have 
at the ſame time ſhewn, that there are 
ſome Remains of Primitive Chriſtianj. | 
ty ſtill in the World. To your pious 
Endeavours, with the religious Bounty | 


of other Worthy Benefactors, is owing 


the innocent Beauty of your Second 
Houſe, which is not leſs, but much] 


greater than that of the former. Maj 


the pure and ſincere Devotion of thoſ: Þ 
that preſent themſelves in it before th: 
Lord, keep equal Pace! To theſe ge. 
nerous Contributors (many of whom 
' you have the pleaſure to ſee here rejoy 
cing with you on this feſtival Occaſioij ] 
I think it my Duty to return, in the 
Name of all, our Common Acknowleds 
ments: But chiefly our humble Thank 
to Almighty God, in Whoſe Hands ar Þ 
the Hearts of all Men, and Who hatt 
turnd and diſpos'd many of them vF 
Your Aſſiſtance in erecting this Religious 
Place for the recording of his Name. 
May you, who have been thus favours, 
exprels your Gratitude by a proper Im. 

prove 


1 


provement in each Chriſtian Grace, thoſe 
more amiable ones eſpecially of Love, 
Meekneſs and Charity! May the Foun— 
dations of your Peace and Amity, your 
Friendſhip and Concord, be as firm and 
laſting, as are thoſe of the Houſe you 
have built! While other Societies are 
"torn in pieces by Envy and Strife, by 
Faction and Diſcord, may it be the pe- 
culiar Felicity of yours to be as a City 
that isat Unity in itſelf! And may all 
the Members of it live together with 
the Affection of Brethren, and be in a 
conſtant Diſpoſition to go into this 
Houſe of God as Friends. . 


And what 1 wou'd recommend as a 


Motive to induce you all to a more fre— 
quent Attendance herein, is the Pre— 
ference given by God to the Worſhip 
that's paid Him here, before that which 
is offer d Him in any other place, as well 

becauſe it is a publick Teſtimony of our 
Homage to Him, as becauſe this Homage 
18 generally more decently perform'd, 


the Church naturally exciting a greater 


Reyerence and Devotion, than Places 
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of common uſe are wont to do. 
indeed, who attended to the Cries of St. 
Aft 16. Paul and St. Peter from the Priſon, ;, 
every where preſent to hear and to 
grant the Requeſts of His Servants. But 
yet we are aſſur'd, that He is in a mon] 
eſpecial manner preſent at the Aflembl 
of the Saints, which is (as it were) the“ 
Store-houſe of His Bleſſings, and when] 
He delights to diſpenſe larger Propor. 
tions of His Favours, diſtilling then 
down upon His Supplicants, as Dey 
upon the tender Herb. Hither then let 
me adviſe you to repair, and here let 
me perſwade you conſtantly to meet to- 
gether, to worſhip the Lord in the Beauty 
Let all join in bleſſing Hi: 
holy Name for the happy Advantage cf 
aà Synagogue to offer their Service in Þ 
And let each, by a right uſe of the 
means here vouchſafed ; endeayour to Þ 
build up himſelf on our moſt holy Faith, 
and ſo to trim and adorn his Soul, that 
it may be a Temple fit for the Reſidence Þ 
The bleſſed Con. 
ſequence of which will be, (as aL.carned 
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| Writer has beautifully expreſs q it) that 
Whenſoever you ſpread forth your 
Arms in this Place, God will be in— 
ce duc'd to ſtretch out His Hand and 
c help you — when your Prayers aſcend 
gs Incenſe, He will receive them as a 
„ ſweet-ſmelling Savour — when you 
bend your Knees to Him, He will in- 


c cline His Ear to you when you pour 
out your Petitions, He will ſhower 


down His Bleſlings” — and at laſt, 

when all earthly Temples ſhall be de- 
ſtroy' d, Fand the Heavens themſelves 
10 Mal be rolled together as a Scroll,“ 

He will. receive you into the new Jeru- 
alem, into Temples not made with 
hands, there (with Cherubim and Sera- 


phim and all the reſt of the Heavenly 


Choir) to ſing eternal Praiſes and Halle- 
| -lujahs to Him, and to the Lamb that 
| fitreth upon the Throne. 


To which bleſſed Employment 5 


God of his infinite Mercy vouchſafe 
to bring us all, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


To whom, &c. 
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